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PATIENT INFORMATION BROCHURE

Canberra  
Specialist Centre
161 Strickland Crescent,
Deakin ACT 2600
Ph: 6124 1900

Car
park

Corinna Chambers
36-38 Corinna St,
Woden ACT 2606
Ph: 6214 2222

TUGGERANONG
Suite 10a, Homeworld Centre
Anketell Street,
Tuggeranong ACT 2900
Ph: 6293 2922

If you have any further questions please 
do not hesitate to contact our practices. 
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Geils Court
39 Geils Court,
Deakin ACT 2600
Ph: 6122 7878

Please bring your referral and any previous x-rays 
with you on the day of your examination.

Biopsies are performed at all NCDI sites:

BIOPSY

A biopsy is performed when  
tissue sample is required for  

further examination.



A biopsy is a procedure in which samples of tissue are taken through a 
needle. They can either be acquired by using CT or under Ultrasound 
guidance.

Preparation
Generally no preparation is required. You will be advised if otherwise.

If you take blood thinners such as Warfarin or Aspirin you may need 
to stop this medication prior to the procedure. Please discuss this with 
your doctor and inform us when you make your appointment. 

Procedure
You may be asked to sign a consent form depending on the type of 
biopsy required. 

You may be required to have a CT-guided biopsy and, depending 
on the area of the biopsy, you may have an IV (intravenous catheter) 
connected on the day of your procedure.

You may be attached to a monitor so that IV medications can be given 
to relax you. An area of skin will be cleaned with an antiseptic.

The radiologist will inject a local anaesthetic to numb the skin, and 
insert a needle to obtain some tissue. Three or four samples of tissue 
may be taken. 

The sample(s) will be sent to Pathology for examination. You should 
get your results within 2 to 4 days.

Depending on the area biopsied you may be required to have an 
x-ray immediately after the biopsy, or after some time. The radiologist 
will decide, depending on the type of biopsy, how long you need to 
stay in the department. It can take up to 4 hours.

Ultrasound-guided biopsies give 
the doctor a real-time picture 
whilst doing the procedure.
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